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Mardi Gras Dinner
Celebrate "Fat Tuesday" on February 16 
with a Mardi Gras potluck dinner.  Bring 
a dish to pass and your table service to 
Fellowship Hall at 6:00 pm. Membership 
committee will provide beverages. 
Laissez les bon temps rouler!

Thank You
For almost forty years, we have been mem-
bers of LUMC. Through the sharing of joys 
and concerns or prayers of the people, we have 
listened time and time again to people telling 
of the power of prayers and feeling God’s pres-
ence when “troubles like sea billows roll.” We 
too now join in thanking you for keeping our 
daughter Karen and her babies in your prayers. 
Karen gets stronger every day, and Lilliana the 
mighty (at 6 pounds)and Tmothy the brave ( at 
7 pounds) are recovering from RSV, a serious 
respiratory disease.

In God’s never ending love and grace,
—Judy and Bill Hinderliter and family

Open Letter to the Congregation: 

An Invitation to Our Contemporary Service 
 

Last summer while on vacation, I found myself sitting in my aunt's 

home church marveling at how much our denominational worship 

services had in common.  That got me thinking I've had the good 

fortune of experiencing church in a lot of different places over the last 

25 years.  Living in different areas in this country exposed me to many 

different worship experiences both within and outside of the 

Methodist Church.  While I've always felt most at home with the 

traditional services of my youth (all of the hymns and liturgy that I 

know), I treasure each of these different worship experiences, either 

because they challenged me spiritually or enhanced my faith. 

The point of this letter is to encourage each of us to try a new worship experience at least once during the 

month of February, right here in our own church, at The Fireplace service.  I can only hope that you will find 

it as enriching as I did last spring.  If so, you will experience something wonderful and unexpected.  At the 

risk of embarrassing a wonderful young man, I'll tell you that this service gave me my first real insight into 

the gem that we have at LUMC in Kevin Dunn.  If you're like me and don't have kids in the "youth" bracket, 

you probably don't know much about Kevin.  But in one short and simple message about an uncle watching 

a child learning to tie a shoestring, I received a gift of insight into a concept that had been bothering me 

most of my adult life and into the depth of faith that Kevin brings to our congregation. 

This service, while informal, is intimate.  There is something new and different to experience, from the joy in 

the praise music (and on our gifted singers' faces), to the fellowship, to the simple sincerity of the messages.  

Please come out to The Fireplace one Sunday evening to see what it's about. 

- Bonnie Blair 

 

Emergency Response Training
You may have thought that you'd like to go to 
Haiti to help out. As you may have heard, Haiti's 
government will not welcome volunteers until 
mid-March. To begin with, the people who will 
be most helpful are those who have special sklls 
and who are trained in emergency response. 
UMCOR is already supporting emergency re-
sponders in Haiti (as is the Red Cross and other 
agencies). 

You can become one of UMCOR's early re-
sponders, in this case, for domestic disasters—a 
specially trained early response volunteer who 
will be first on the scene to help people who 
have been stricken by storms or other disasters.

You do not need special skills to become a 
trained disaster responder (although it doesn't 
hurt). If you can offer caring listening, basic 
cleaning, or simple carpentry skills then you 
can connect in a most meaningful way with 
survivors putting their lives back together.

Emergency responders help make people's 
homes safe, sanitary, and secure until the re-
building can begin. An Emergency Response 
Team typically works for three days and then 
goes home. So your time commitment is limited 
but critical to rebuilding confidence and restor-
ing hope.

Here's how you could become an UMCOR 
early responder for domestic disasters. The 
next UMCOR Emergency Response Training is 
March 13, at Clifton Springs United Methodist 
Church (about 20 minutes northwest of 
Geneva). Register by February 28 by phone 
or email to Roger Cullen, rcullen1@rochester.
rr.com (585-582-6375).  Go to www.ncnyumc.
org/email/ertregistration.pdf for a registration 
form.  

Children's Musical

Rehearsals are under way for the 
children's musical, "Once Upon a 
Parable," by Tom Long and Alan Pote. 
This production, which will be performed 
in March, presents the parables of 
Jesus, including the Good Samaritan, the 
Prodigal Son, and the Vineyard.

www.ncnyumc.org/email/ertregistration.pdf 
www.ncnyumc.org/email/ertregistration.pdf 
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Revolve Tour 2009

Eight young women (and two not-so-
young women) representing three differ-

ent churches in Tompkins County and host-
ed by the Lansing United Methodist Church 
Youth Ministries had the privilege of attend-
ing the 2009 Revolve Tour in Philadelphia, 
on November 6-8, 2009. An extension of 
the nationally renowned Women of Faith 
Conferences, Revolve Tours focus on present-
ing and reaffirming Jesus Christ in the hearts 
and lives of young women between the ages of 
12 and 19 through music, drama, and inspira-
tional speakers. Below are the personal reflec-
tions of these eight young women’s Revolve 
experience. 

As the “not-so-young women” who experi-
enced the 2009 Revolve Tour with these eight 
beautiful young women, we felt not only the en-
ergy of the Holy Spirit during the tour but also 
saw and experienced the beauty and presence 
of Christ in the lives of these young women. 
Their outward and inward beauty was a true joy 
to observe as they connected with each aspect 
of the tour, related to one another and most 
importantly grew in their faith in Christ. We 
were also drawn to the realization that much of 
what was being revealed to our young girls re-
garding their relationship with guys, as well as 
their faith in Christ, is timeless and pertinent to 
women of all ages. Making a decision to follow 
Christ in our youth lays a solid foundation for 
a lifetime of spiritual bounty. Time spent with 
these young women while growing in our own 
walk with Christ made this weekend a long last-
ing treasure within our hearts. 

Youth Reflections
—Revolve has been an awesome experience 
in reaffirming my faith. It’s difficult at times 

to focus on the one thing that truly matters—
God—amidst the many busy things in a teen-
ager’s life! Spending this weekend away from 
homework and everyday life allowed me to 
think about why I am a Christian and what God 
means to me. It also helped me to discover who 
I am and who I want to be! The speakers were 
awesome and left me with words to hold on to 
and ideas I can relate to. The music was fun and 
kept things upbeat. There is nothing as amazing 
as worshipping God among over 5,000 other 
women—all rejoicing and believing in the same 
God! I feel so blessed to have been given the op-
portunity to go.

—For me the Revolve Tour was a really 
great experience. It was a great opportunity for 
me to hang out with nine other really cool peo-
ple. As for the tour itself, I thought that the mu-
sic was AMAZING and the talks were inspiring!

—Revolve was so incredibly awesome. 
There were more girls there than I could ever 
have imagined, and the speakers were amazing 
and what they said made sense and the music 
was great. It was the first concert I’ve ever been 
to. I definitely want to go again next year.

—I’ve struggled a lot in the past with self-
confidence and being insecure. The Revolve 
Tour helped me realize that I’m God’s creation 
and that disliking myself is disliking something 
that He made. He made me exactly the way I 
am with a PURPOSE. It’s hard to accept that at 
first, but Revolve made me see and understand 
how special I am to God. It was such a wonder-
ful experience, and I’m so glad I got to spend 
this time with such amazing girls.

—The Revolve Tour was amazing this 
year! Besides learning new things from the 
speakers it’s always refreshing to get away from 
our busy lives for a weekend and to be remind-
ed of God’s love for us and even simple verses 
and concepts we may have forgotten or have 
been distracted from. Coming to Revolve mo-
tivates and tells us how to keep God as the most 
important part of our lives and reminds us to 
make sure He is the main priority over other as-
pects of our lives.

—The Revolve Tour for me was an incred-
ible experience. Oftentimes many of us get too 
caught up in the busy-ness of our lives and 
forget who God is to us. This Tour was a great 
reminder of how much God loves us and helped 
me to redefine who God really is. I have taken 
away from this experience many words of wis-
dom and a realization of how cool God really is.

—I loved being around 5,000 girls (only!) 
my age. That feeling was awesome. The speakers 
all had very funny and meaningful things to say. 
Some of the video clips they showed moved me 
so much. The music was great! The atmosphere 
in the room was great; everyone was so excited. 
The trip was a great experience! I really feel like 
I connected with God there.

—Revolve was an amazing experience. 
I can honestly say I thought I wasn’t going to 
like it…and now I feel silly for even letting that 
thought cross my mind! It was such a unique 
worship experience, and the music was awe-
some. I hope that I can go to Revolve again 
next year!! I wouldn’t miss if for the world.

2009 Revolve Tour Team: Teens: Megan 
Mapes, Marisa Paradise, Casey Phlegar, Caroline 
Prybl, Kathryn Shaw, Sally Stoyell, Shanna 
Swanson, and Allison Veaner; Adults: Kathy Lee 
and Dianne Walter 

New Member Orientation Session
Saturday March 13th (9:00-11:30 am)

Are you interested in exploring what becom-
ing a member of LUMC might mean for you? 
Then sign up to attend our “New Member 
Orientation” on March 13th. At this session 
we’ll explore:
 How is church membership part of my 

spiritual journey?
 What are the blessings and challenges of 

church member?
 What is the mission of Lansing United 

Methodist Church?
 How is the church organized to carry out 

its mission?
 What gifts and skills do I have to share?
Attending in no way obligates you to become 

a member, but will help you discern if church 
membership is right for you. 

Please RSVP by March 5 (lumcoffice@twc-
ny.rr.com or 533-4070)—Pastor Bill Gottschalk-
Fielding (Pastor32@twcny.rr.com)

Learning about Our New Annual 
Conference

A District Day for the Central Lakes District 
is scheduled for Thursday, March 4, 2010, at 
Casowasco Camp and Conference Center. The 
purpose is to discuss issues and changes effec-
tive July 1, 2010 that are pertinent to the lo-
cal church. Although meetings are scheduled 
all day, the part for the lay leadership is in the 
evening, from  6:30 to 8:30 pm.Particularly in-
vited are Lay Leaders and the Lay Members to 
Annual Conference, as well as chairs of Staff–
Parish Relations, Finance, and Church Council. 
All members of the congregation are welcome 
to attend.
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Revolve Tour (concluded)
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The 
Sunbeam

Lansing United 
Methodist Church

T            he Sunbeam is published each month 
by Lansing United Methodist Church. 

Please send your news to Glenn Withiam, editor, 
at grw4@cornell.edu, or use the Sunbeam folder 
near the church office.  
Deadline for the next issue is February 15, 2010. 

Lansing United Methodist Church
32 Brickyard Road, Lansing, NY 14882 
one mile north of the stoplight on Route 34B in 
South Lansing. 
Church office: 607-533-4070 

          E-mail: lumcoffice@twcny.rr.com
Office manager: Laurie Moskow

To reach the pastor in confidence: 
pastor32@twcny.rr.com

www.lansingunited.org
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Worship  9:00 am  and 6:00 pm 
Prayer Service

Wednesday, 9:00 am

Ash Wednesday Service
Wednesday, February 17, 7:00 pm


